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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Murray to step down as president, move to Meijer 
President Mark A. Murray announced that he will leave Grand Valley 
later this year to accept the position of president at Meijer Inc. 
"I am very thankful for having worked with so many good people at 
Grand Valley," he said. "This is an outstanding university that serves its 
students well. I am confident that it will continue to build on its success-
es in the years ahead." 
Jessie A. Dalman, chair of the Board of Trustees, expressed appreciation 
for Murray's leadership. 
"We wish Mark well," said Dalman. "He has been a wonderful leader 
for Grand Valley. The board wishes he would have stayed longer, but we 
know this is a great opportunity for him. We are pleased he will be 
remaining in the area." 
Murray is only the third president of Grand Valley, which was founded 
in 1960. He became president on July 1, 2001, following a two-decade 
career in state government and education. 
During a news conference on January 4, Murray said he was approached 
by Meijer executives in late 2005 while in a storage room of a local 
Meijer store. 
"I wasn't looking for the job," said Murray. "I was surprised by the dis-
cussion." 
Murray said he loves a challenge and decided before Christmas to take 
the position. 
"I love my job and the university, but an opportunity like this doesn ' t 
come along everyday," he said. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
President Mark A. Murray takes questions from reporters during a 
news conference in the Alumni House on January 4, when he 
announced his plans to leave Grand Valley to become president of 
Meijer Inc. 
Murray said he is most proud of the university's ability and commitment 
to work as a team to achieve a common goal - a student-focused uni-
versity. He called Grand Valley a unique community of people with a 
bond and common purpose to help each other. 
During Murray's tenure, enrollment grew from 20,000 in 2001 to 22,500 
in 2005; faculty increased from 532 to 692. New student housing, the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences and Lake Ontario Hall were 
completed during that time and the Kirkhof Center and Calder Fine Arts 
Center received expansions. 
···-------------------------
Doctor, humanitarian will highlight MLK celebration 
A pediatric neurosurgeon who beat the odds to 
rise from poverty and become a well-respected 
doctor, author and humanitarian will give the 
keynote speech during Grand Valley's Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration. 
Dr. Benjamin Carson, director of the pediatric 
neurosurgery division at Johns Hopkins 
Medical Institutions, will speak at 2: 15 p.m. 
on Monday, January 16, at the Fieldhouse 
Arena on the Allendale Campus. His speech 
follows the annual campus silent march, which 
will begin at 1 :45 p.m. at Zumberge Library. 
Carson was born in Detroit and lived with his 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
mother and an 
older brother. 
His mother 
worked two or 
three jobs at a 
time to support 
the family. 
When she 
learned Carson 
was at the bot-
tom of his 
fifth-grade 
class, she 
forced her 
boys to read Benjamin Carson 
two library books a week, limited their televi-
sion time and refused to let them play outside 
until their homework was complete. 
Her strategy worked - within a year, Carson 
was at the top of his class. After graduating 
from high school with honors, he earned a 
degree in psychology from Yale and then 
enrolled in medical school at The University 
of Michigan. 
He joined Johns Hopkins as a neurosurgery 
resident and at age 32 became the hospital' s 
see 'Carson' on page 3 
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Across Campus 
Mileage policy updated 
Grand Valley's mileage policy has been updated. The update clarifies 
mileage reimbursements for field supervisors and other employees with 
special circumstances where a principal business location is somewhere 
other than a university office. 
It also clarifies that while it is preferable to utilize the bus when practical, 
mileage between campuses is reimburseable. Mileage driven within a 
campus is not reimburseable except when required to transport special 
equipment. The De Vos Center, Eberhard Center and Cook-De Vos Center 
for Health Sciences are considered one campus. 
The policy can be viewed online at www.gvsu.edu/busfin; on that page, 
click on "GVSU Procedures Manual" and go to section 310. 
Deadline extended for 
service award nominations 
The deadline for nominations for the 2005-06 Outstanding University 
Service Award and Outstanding Community Service Award has been 
extended to January 15. 
These awards recognize faculty members who have made significant con-
tributions to the university community and/or to the community beyond 
the campus. Only full-time, tenure-track faculty are eligible; self-nomina-
tions are not accepted. 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the online Faculty Handbook or 
from Kathleen Underwood (underwok@gvsu.edu), chair of the 
Outstanding Service Awards Committee. Completed nominations should 
be sent to the attention of Mary Albrecht in the Provost's office (24 JHZ). 
NIS wins awards for photo, videos 
The News and Information Services Office won four awards for its prod-
ucts at the Council for Advancement and Support of Education District V 
conference in December. 
FORUM 
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GVSU Rowing Team 
The 2005 convocation video received awards in two categories: Best 
Video Feature and Best Videos/DVDs Student Recruitment. A video trib-
ute to architect Vern Ohlman received an honorable mention award in the 
Best Practices in Communications and Marketing category. A photo taken 
by Bernadine Carey-Tucker of Buddhist monks, which was featured on 
the back of The Best of Grand Valley , won a silver medal in the Best 
Individual Photo category. 
NIS also received recognition in six categories from the Communicator 
Awards, an international competition, for a video of the engineering pro-
gram (Award of Distinction and Honorable Mention-Writing), Ohlman 
tribute (Award of Distinction and Crystal Award of Excellence-Writing) 
and Around Grand Valley Tour Video (Crystal Award of Excellence: On-
Camera Talent and Award of Distinction). 
Marketing professor 
analyzes seaway 
Transportation expert John Taylor has spent 
months analyzing traffic flows on the Great Lakes 
and St. Lawrence Seaway to measure the econom-
ic benefits. The associate professor of marketing 
said he was surprised by what he found in a report 
that has caused worldwide ripples. 
"The transportation savings associated with the 
Seaway's overseas trade are about $55 million John Taylor 
annually," said Taylor. "It's not a very big number; I thought it would be a 
bit more than this ." 
Taylor said the principal conclusion of the study is that a cessation of 
ocean shipping on the Great Lakes would result in a transportation cost 
penalty of $54.9 million per year. He said the relatively low cost penalty 
is due to the fairly small volume of ocean tonnage, and the fact that rail 
and barge options are quite competitive. 
Taylor's findings, funded by a grant from the Joyce Foundation in 
Chicago, were highlighted in a three-part series on ocean shipping in the 
Great Lakes in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-33 1-2250. 
For the first time, the Grand Valley rowing team 
trained in Florida over the winter break and raced in 
a New Year's Eve regatta. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII-
Grand Va lley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the univers ity community. Visit its Web site 
at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affinnative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Thirty athletes and two coaches spent a week in 
Winter Park, Florida. Coach John Bancheri said 
while the team won't compete again until March, 
the trip serves two purposes. 
"This time of year is an easy time to back off of 
training, so we're using this trip as a motivator for 
the upcoming season and a way to congratulate our 
athletes for their hard work," he said. 
Rowing at Grand Valley is a club sport, but it's the 
oldest sport on campus. More than 200 athletes are 
crew team members; the top men's and women's 
teams compete against the top collegiate crews in 
the country. Last year, members traveled to Croatia 
to race against European crews. 
Bancheri said alumni crew members helped raise 
money for the Florida trip. Rowing club president 
Rachel Truelove, a native of Traverse City, said the 
Photo courtesy of Rachel Truelove 
Members of the GVSU rowing team celebrate New 
Year's in Winter Park, Florida. 
trip will give the Lakers a head start on the spring 
season. The teams travel to Murray, Kentucky, on 
March 12 for a race against Murray State 
University. 
"With the experience we get in Florida, we'll be 
able to get a jump start on some of our counter-
parts," Truelove said. 
What's Ahead 
Exhibition focuses 
on art as status 
Greek and Roman artifacts from the ancient 
world to present day can tell us much about the 
concepts of taste, status and identity across 
time. A new exhibit at Grand Valley explores 
these concepts and more. 
"Echoes of the Ancient World: Adaptations of 
the Classical Tradition" opens today and runs 
through March 31 at the Art Gallery. Admission 
is free and open to the public Mondays through 
Fridays from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and on Thursdays 
until 7 p.m. 
Greek and 
Roman 
ceramics, 
architectural 
fragments 
and lamps, 
as well as 
antique fur-
niture and 
clothing 
from the 
18th to 19th 
century and 
ceramics, 
such as 
Wedgwood 
Pictured is one of the pieces on 
display during the 'Echoes of 
the Ancient World: Adaptations 
of the Classical Tradition' exhib-
it, which opens today. 
and transferware, will be on display. Souvenirs 
brought back from grand tours by 19th century 
residents of Grand Rapids include postcards, 
diaries and ashes from Pompeii. A collection of 
various prints and lithographs that illustrate 
classical themes will also be displayed. 
The exhibit will focus on the ways that classical 
elements in these objects were transformed by 
their owners into markers of status and identi-
fiers of membership in an elite society. This is a 
collaborative exhibit, with participation by stu-
dents and faculty from the Classics and Art and 
Design departments. Both departments and the 
Art Gallery are sponsoring an opening reception 
with a guest lecturer on Thursday, January 19. 
"Pots, Gems and Books: Sources for 18th 
Century Artists" will be presented by Nancy 
Ramage, an expert on ancient and Italian 
Renaissance Art from Ithaca College in New 
York. Ramage has published extensively and is 
co-author of Roman Art: Romulus to 
Constantine, which has been translated into 
German and French. She is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of the Arts in London and an 
Academic Trustee of the Archeological Institute 
of America. 
Her lecture, from 4-5 p.m. in the Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, will be followed by the 
exhibition's opening reception from 5-7 p.m. in 
the Art Gallery. For more information call the 
Art Gallery at xl2564. 
Nursing professor will 
discuss elder care issues 
Work Life Connections is sponsoring a brown 
bag lunch to discuss long distance care giving 
and elder care issues. 
Susan Jensen, assistant professor of nursing, 
will give two presentations on Monday, January 
16, in room 302C of the De Vos Center, and on 
Thursday, January 19, in room 104 of the 
Kirkhof Center. Both presentations will start at 
noon. 
Jensen will provide information and options on 
how to navigate the pitfalls of long distance 
care giving as well as case management with 
regard to elder care. 
Departments sponsor 
programs for women 
Two discussions focusing on hormones and sex-
uality in mid- and late-life continue the 
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"Women Connecting" series of programs that is 
sponsored by five campus departments. 
"Common Bond: Hormones" will be presented 
by Gayla Jewell, assistant professor of nursing, 
from noon-I p.m. on Tuesday, January 17, in 
room 215/216 of the Kirkhof Center. Jewell 
will discuss hormone replacement therapy and 
other aging changes. 
"New Expectations: Sexuality Education for 
Mid and Later Life" is scheduled from noon- I 
p.m. on January 25 in room 123 of the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences. Jan 
Lunquist, co-author of three books, will discuss 
sexuality issues for women who are near or 
above middle age. 
Register for either programs by calling the 
Women's Center at xl2748 or sending an e-
mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
The Women Connecting series is sponsored by 
the Women's Center, Women and Gender 
Studies, Kirkhof College of Nursing, 
Continuing Education and Work Life 
Connections. 
Campus Recreation 
to hold fitness expo 
A fitness expo, sponsored by Campus Recreation, 
is planned for Wednesday, January 25. 
Campus departments and local businesses will 
demonstrate services and products that promote 
healthy, active lifestyles. The expo will run 
from 11 a.m.-lp.m. in the Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/rec for an updated sched-
ule of events. 
···--------------------------
Carson will also speak at GRCC during community celebration 
continued from page 1 
director of pediatric neurosurgery. Carson made 
medical history in 1987 when he successfully 
separated conjoined twins, who were joined at 
the back of the head. 
Carson is president and co-founder of the 
Carson Scholars Fund, which recognizes young 
people for exceptional academic and humanitar-
ian accomplishments. He addresses audiences 
around the country and has written three moti-
vational books: Gifted Hands, THINK Big and 
The Big Picture. He sits on numerous corporate 
and philanthropic boards and was appointed by 
President Bush in 2004 to serve on the 
President's Council of Bioethics. 
Carson will also speak at the 20th annual Grand 
Rapids MLK celebration, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. on January 16 in the Ford Fieldhouse at 
Grand Rapids Community College. His visit to 
Grand Rapids is sponsored by Grand Valley, 
GRCC and the Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Through March 31 
Art Exhibition: Echoes of the Ancient World: 
Adaptations of the Classical Tradition. Art 
Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for more informa-
tion. 
Wed., Jan. 11 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters, KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
Fri., Jan. 13 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters, 107E 
DEV. Call x17337 for more information. 
6:30 p.m.: Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Association presents a real estate and eco-
nomic forecast breakfast. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x17100 for more 
information. 
Sports 
Thurs., Jan. 12 
6 p.m.: Women's basketball hosts Lake Superior 
State University . 
••• 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Susan Simmerman, associate director of Career 
Services, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press for an article about a workshop she 
conducted on generational differences in the 
workplace. 
Ivo Soljan, associate professor of English, was 
interviewed by WGVU Radio for a story about 
the attempt to identify the remains of Bosnians 
who disappeared during the ethnic bloodshed in 
the early 1990s. 
Mark Schwartz, assistant professor of anthro-
pology, was interviewed by WGVU Radio about 
his role on the documentary Bible Battles, which 
aired on the History Channel. 
Sketches 
Kurt Bullock, assistant professor of English, 
and Ronald E. Russell , adjunct instructor of lib-
eral studies, were honored at the ninth annual 
"Poets Night Out," held in Traverse City. 
Russell's poem, "My Father is Proud of His 
Hands," won the audience prize. Bullock's poem 
"Somerset: On Seeing a Photograph of my 
Great-Grandmother," won the friends of the 
Traverse Area District Library prize. 
David Stark, assistant professor of history, 
wrote an article, "Aprovechandose de las oportu-
nidades: Los patrones de matrimonios entre la 
poblacion esclava de Puerto Rico a traves del 
siglo XVIII," published in Caribbean Studies. 
David Austin, professor of mathematics, wrote 
an article, "Penrose Tilings Tied up in Ribbons," 
published in the on-line Monthly Essays on 
Mathematical Topics for the American 
Mathematical Society. 
Michael Wolfe, assistant professor of psycholo-
gy, co-authored an article, "Relations Between 
Adolescents' Text Processing and Reasoning," 
published in the journal Cognition and 
Instruction. 
Michael R. Ott, assistant professor of sociology, 
participated in a panel discussion on "Is Free 
Trade Fair?" sponsored by the International 
Division of the U.S. Department of Commerce 
and held at Aquinas College. 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, gave a pres-
entation, "Praxiology and Chinese Gongfu," in 
the Mike Ryan Lecture Series at Kennesaw State 
University in Atlanta. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, 
gave a presentation, "Trinidad's Neotectonics," 
at the Deep Marine Depositional Margins 
Workshop held at the University of Texas. 
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
served as chair of the Arts Panel for the Jacob K. 
Javits Fellowship Competition in Washington, 
D.C. Several of Morse's films and her DVD, 
Move Click Move, were featured in a program of 
contemporary U.S. independent animation as 
part of the Film Animasi Indonesia, the 
Indonesian Animated Film Festival which was 
held in Jakarta and Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 
VENTS 
8 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Lake Superior 
State University. 
Sat., Jan. 14 
1 p.m.: Women 's basketball hosts Northern 
Michigan University. 
2 p.m.: Swimming and diving hosts University 
of Findlay. 
3 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Northern 
Michigan University. 
Rick Iadonisi, affiliate professor of writing, 
wrote an article, '"I Am Nobody': The Haiku of 
Richard Wright," published in MELUS. 
Michael Webster, associate professor of 
English, gave a presentation, "E.E. Cummings 
and the Modernist Self," at the Modernist 
Studies Association Conference held in Chicago. 
Don Pottorff, professor of education, presented 
two workshops, "Blending Three Cultures 
Through Adoption: Our Family Story," and 
"Using Student-Led Discussion Groups to 
Enhance Engagement in the Content Areas," at 
the International Children 's Education 
Conference in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology, 
and Caryn King, professor of education, gave a 
presentation, "A Database and Annotated 
Bibliography of Earth Science Trade Books for 
K-12 Teachers," at the National Science 
Teachers Association meeting in Chicago. 
Bonnie Woodman, library course reserve coor-
dinator, wrote an article, "Promoting 
Course/Electronic Reserves to the Campus 
Faculty," which was published in the Journal of 
Interlibrary Loan, Document Delivery & 
Electronic Reserves. 
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation, 
"Evaluating PIT Tags for Marking Sculpins," at 
the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference in 
Grand Rapids. 
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